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ABSTRACT

In this dynamic and rapidly changing world of science and technology, it is apparently
clear that the use of information and communication technology (ICT) to enhance
teaching, learning, commerce and all other spheres of human endeavours is inevitable.
Education stimulates young people to think about entrepreneurship and the role of the
business community in economic and social development. This paper attempts to assess
the capability of the usage of information and communication technology and
entrepreneurship programme as a tool for quality education and development in Nigeria.
The paper enumerates reasons for using information and communication technology and
subsequently the role of entrepreneurship programme to the educational sector and the
society at large.

I ntroduction

The role being played by information and communication technology in the world of
science and technology, commerce and all other spheres of human endeavour is assuming
different positive dimensions every day. The main purpose of information and
communication technology consists just in the development of human mental resources,
which allow people to both successfully apply the existing knowledge and produce new
knowledgel Shavinina (2001). Today, computers perform a host of functions in teaching
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and learning as many nations are adding computer literacy, reading and writing literacy
as skills students will need for succeeding in a technologically developed world (Thomas,
1987).

Meanwhile, entrepreneurship development skills in Nigeria is important and necessary
especialy in the area of economic globalization, where both young men and women
should have the training and ability to practice entrepreneurship. Education stimulates
young people to think about entrepreneurship and the role of the business community in
economic and social development. So also, people gets an opportunity to analyze the
changes taking place in their business and are encouraged to consider self-employment
and enterprise creation as career choice.

Information and communication technology and entrepreneurship programme is
indispensable to economic development, hence no economic development is possible
without proper dissemination of information and entrepreneurship skills. A balanced
information and communication technology, and entrepreneurial process will promote not
only economic development, but education and productivity as well as the generation of
improved individual per capital income.

I nformation and Communication Technology

The word information and communication technology (ICT) according to Burnett (1994)
Is the technology used for handling information, including multimedia and the Internet,
and devices such as video, cameras and mobile telephones. ICT is often regarded as
referring to a personal computer (PC) or laptop, with many potential functions and uses,
and attached to the internet which provides access to large quantity of

information and enables the PC to be used as a communication medium. It includes other
devices such as digital cameras, which are used in education and mobile telephones,
seemingly best known in education for their nuisance value; (Adewa- Ogiebgen and
lyamu, 2005).

-Multimediarefers basically to the use of more than one medium to convey information. -
Medium can refer to human senses (principally sight and sound), traditional means of
conveying information (text, graphics, animated graphics, speech and music), or to the
storage or communication devices employed (discs and tapes of various kinds, cable,
radio, television and the internet). Interactive multimedia gives the user control over the
information. The essence of the internet is that it enables computers and information
applications to be connected to, and pass data between each other. This means that for
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their users, they become devices, which can be used for communication. This shows that
-ICTI can be used in all spheres of human endeavours including entrepreneurship for
educationa development.

Reasonsfor using Information and Communication Technology

The use of ICT is widely spread and pervasive, and an integral part of everyday life. If
education fails to make use of it, it will be failing people and society by failing to prepare
the former for the latter. More specificaly, the reasons relate to the following as
explained by (Salomon, 1989):

a

Q@

=

Improvements to learning resources the ability to create, maintain and deliver
learning resources which are current, consistently presented, readily available,
capable of simultaneous use by number of learner, and can be adapted to meet
the needs of individuals.

Enabling individual learning so that the activities of learners are directed
towards their individual needs, abilities and preferences.

Properly organized use of ICT results in increased efficiency and more
effective working by learners, who in any case need to acquire ICT sKills.

Improved communication, regardless of location and time between and among
learners, teachers, entrepreneurs and others.

Testing, assessment and evaluation can be made more appropriate, realistic
and practical, and the burden of routine tools can be reduced allowing more

time for interaction between learner, teacher and others.

Potential lack of teachers and the need to make better use of those who are
available.

Improvements to administration and management.

Motivation

Agreeing with the above reasons is Becker (1986), who summarized that there are

basically three reasons for using ICT in education. These are:
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- Toincrease effectiveness so that what is learnt is more valuable to the learner and
the society.

- Toincrease efficiency so that there is more learning for less resources.

- Because it is there. The above reasons by Becker and Salomon, we believe will
summarily improve teaching/learning situation, improve efficiency and will make
testing, assessment, evaluation and budgeting easy. It is aso believed that it will
improve the daily administration of schools, organizations and business
enterprises.

Entrepreneur and Entrepreneur ship Programme

The history of the word entrepreneur can be traced to the French language and it has been
in existence before the entrepreneurial function. K.S. Bhattachargee and Atkins first used

the word to describe people engaged in military expenditure as early as 161 century and
by the year 1700, the word has been applied to French contractors involved in
government projects and was later used for architects.

An entrepreneur today may be defined specifically in terms of the function, which the
entrepreneur performs. The characteristics of an entrepreneur today are as numerous as
the number of people involved in entrepreneurship and those seeking to define them.

According to Kilby in Hussayn U.l. and Abdullahi, M. (2008), defined entrepreneurship
as - the ahility to, and the willingness of an individual to seek out investment opportunity
and run such enterprise successfullyl. While Inegbenebor in Hussaiyn, U.l. and
Abdullahi, M. (2008), sees the entrepreneurship as being associated with various
activities such as deciding to establish, operate and manage a business enterprise. These
activities according to him include:

- ldentification of investment opportunities.

- Decison making as to which of these investment opportunities to establish,
operate and manage.

- Anaggregation of the scarce resources required for production and distribution.
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- Organization and management of human and material resources for the attainment
of the objectives of the enterprise, risk bearing and innovation.

From the definition above it, can therefore be deduced that an entrepreneur is someone
who has the ability to see and evaluate business opportunities, to gather the necessary
resources and take advantage of them, to initiate appropriate action, ensure success, and
take risks to achieve goals. The role the entrepreneur performs to achieve these goals is
referred to as ENTREPRENEURIAL FUNCTION. The process is aso caled
ENTREPRENEURSHIP, while the individual involved in starting the enterprise is
known as entrepreneur.

The entrepreneurship programme is seen as any comprehensively developed programme
undertaken by an individual or a group of individuals or institutional agencies to develop
competence in people leading to self-employment or employment generation.

Dividends of Entrepreneurship Programme

Stoner and Freeman (1992) opined that entrepreneurship programme has the following
benefits to the society.

i. It changes and rejuvenates market competition.

i. To serve asaguide and a useful device for influencing managerial behaviour
and motivating managers to perform in line with organizational goals and
objectives.

iii. To evaluate performance and cost at the end of the budget period by making
comparisons between the actual and the target set in the budget in order to
determine any deviation and the corrective measures that may be taken
without delay.

iv. To provide a mechanism of ensuring control of activities by clearly defining
targets of output, income and expenditure for each department or unit of an
organization.

v. It creates new technologies.

Similarly, Babakarewa (2009), summarized the role of entrepreneurship programme to
the society in the table below:
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National well-being

The Role of ICT and Entrepreneurship Programme in Quality Education and
Development

It is a universal believe that one of the most important roles of the school system in the
society is that of serving as an agent of change and development. By implication
therefore, it implies that whatever people desire in the society, has to be put into the
school system Ukege (1995). Subsequently, one of the main purpose of education is for
mobilization of the entire citizens for social liberation or emancipation, economic
empowerment and shaping of human behaviours. It is believed that if the individual is
equipped enough to perform these tasks, definitely the development of the nation is
assured. The question is; How will the individual get equipped to perform this tasks? The
answer or solution to this question is not farfetched looking at the earlier discussions on
therole ICT and entrepreneurship programme plays in the school and the society at large.

ICT and entrepreneurship programme in every sense is one of the fundamental factors of
development without which no nation can achieve sustainable investment in human
capital. Entrepreneurship and ICT enriches people’s understanding of themselves, their
immediate environment and indeed the world at large. When entrepreneur ideas are
formulated and placed on the internet, individuals as well as the society can improve on
their entrepreneurship programmes by retrieving the new ideas from the internet and
applying it to the already existing ones. For instance, an entrepreneur in Nigeria can share
new entrepreneur ideas with another entrepreneur in China, or USA or elsewhere in the
world and vice-versa. There is no doubt that with proper and well integrated ICT and
entrepreneurship programme, social benefits, productivity, creativity as well as self-
reliance will be learnt and hence will play a great role in securing educational, economic
and social up-lift of the individual, institutions and the society at large. ICT and
entrepreneurship programme, social benefits, productivity, creativity as well as self-
reliance will be learnt and hence will play a great role in securing educational, institutions
and the society at large. ICT and entrepreneurship programme could be perceived as a
driving force for improved transfer of knowledge, such as education and
entrepreneurship, economic restructuring and a veritable tool for movement in the
direction of achieving the Seven Point Agenda of the present administration.
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Finaly, it should be noted that ICT and entrepreneurship programme helps in the
transformation of teaching and learning process and transformation of an economy from a
low income traditional economy to a modern economy through the significant changesto

production methods learnt or acquired through various means of disseminating
information in which ICT playsagreat role.

Conclusion

It is doubtless that teachers and students in educational institutions in Nigeria will have
incredible resources available if they have access to the Internet. By integrating
information and communication technology in our curriculum, fundamental shift in the
way teachers teach and students learn will be evolved. However, to integrate —ICTI into
teaching and learning in Nigeria, there must be proper and adequate funding and
financing of education.

The education and training coupled with entrepreneurship programme will not be utilized
if the fresh graduates cannot find a paid job and cannot raise the necessary capital with
which to start an enterprise. In other to avoid this ugly situation, government need to set
aside funds annually for financing graduates who intend to be self-reliant and employers
of labour. An added positive implication is that our institutions will be turning out
products that are not only competent and confident but products that are familiar with the
rudiments of basic operations of the industry as well as entrepreneurship.

Recommendations

If the use of ICT and entrepreneurship programme for education and national
development is to be as extensive and successful as envisaged in this paper. The
following recommendations are put forward for consideration,

1. Provision of interest free loan facilities to the graduates to enable them
establish enterprises of their choice. This will assist to reduce the level of
poverty in the society.

2.  Replacement of outdated equipment and facilitiesin our institution of learning.
3. Human and material resources should be made available to the institutions.

4. There should be easy and free access especially for students and teachers to
the Internet and retrieval of information.
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5.  There should be increase in favourable policies in support of entrepreneurship
and educational reforms.

6. The different access that men and women have in entrepreneurship and
education system in some parts of the world should be discouraged i.e. gender
disparity should be reduced to the bearest minimum level.

References

Adewa-Ogiegbaeri, S.E. & lyamu, E.O.S. (2005). Using Information and Communication
Technology in Secondary Schools in Nigeria Problems and Prospects.
Educational Technology and Society,8(1).

Babakarewa, A. (2009). Entrepreneurship Development Skills in Nigeria. Ideal Morning
Star Limited, Kaduna.

Becker, H. (1986). Computers in the Schools. A Recent Update. Classroom Computer
Learning.

Burnett, G. (1994). Technology as a Tool for Urban Classrooms. ERIC/CUE Digest, 95,
New York. Eric cleaning House or Urban Education, Retrieved December 21,
2004 from http://www.ericdigests.org/1994/tool/htm.

Federal Government of Nigeria (1987). National Computer Policy. Lagos: NERDC.

Hussayn, U.J. & Abdullahi, M. (2008). The Entrepreneur and the Art of Business
Development. Oriel Printers Kaduna.

Nwaokolo, P.O. (1997). Entrepreneurship in Technology Education in Africa. A Panacea
to Y outh Unemployment. Journal of Technical Teacher Education.

Salomon, G. (1989). Computers in Curriculum. In M. Erant (Ed); The International
Encyclopedia of Educational Technology, Oxford: Pergamon press.

Shavinina, L.V. (2001). A New Generation of Educational Multimedia: High Intellectual
and creative educational Multimedia Technologies. Larchmont NY: Mary Ann
Libert, Inc.

29INFORMATIONANDCOM 223
MUNICATIONTECHNOLOG
YAND_3FF2599



Thomas, R.M. (1987). Computer Technology: An example of Decision Making in
Technology Transfer. In R.M. Thomas and V.N. Kobayashi (Eds), Educational

Technology its Development and Cross-cultural Transfer, Oxford; Pergamon
Press.

Ukeje, B.O. (1995). Teacher Education for National Development. A keynote address
presented at the National Conference on Teacher Education by the National
Commission for Colleges of Education Kaduna.

29INFORMATIONANDCOM 224
MUNICATIONTECHNOLOG
YAND_3FF2599



